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Good Evening, and welconme to the WId Boar News Broadcast.
|’ m Mat t hew McMahon.

Geneva, Switzerland — city of reform or ridicule? The
year, 1538.

Ceneva was prined and ready for a kind of relationship
based on the history of a Swi ss confederacy for the good of
the political-religious state under the guidance of a

ref ormer who coul d shape a theol ogi cal -soci o- econoni c

i nfluence. Many of the sanme reformation principles other
Swi ss cantons had al ready inplenmented, Geneva had al ready
enbraced under the | eadership of WlliamFarel, the city’s
“reforned” preacher.

But nore was needed.

To bring the city to true biblical reformation, Farel
cornered John Calvin while he was staying in Geneva.

Calvin was on a trip back fromtending to his father’s
funeral and affairs in France. While passing through,
Farel convinced Calvin to remain and continue the work of
reformati on that had been started. Calvin refused the
tenure, but Farel threatened himw th God s displ easure of
Cal vin woul d not take the task. Calvin decided to go.
Unfortunately, Calvin s first tenure there did not go well,
and on April 23, 1538 he was exiled by the Magistrate
(along with Farel and Courault) due to a practical
difference in inplenenting the Lord’ s Supper to wayward and
unruly menbers of the city, though the Council insisted

t hey do so.

Think of it. John Calvin was expelled by the city

Magi strate for not conformng to their desires in
ecunenical unity. Calvin, Farel and Courault refused to
hol d hands around the canpfire, singing kunbaya with the

city's leaders. Instead, their unswerving loyalty to Jesus
Christ and Hs Wrd pressed themto exclude w cked nmen from
the Lord’ s Supper. It seens Calvin and his friends

experienced nmuch of what the prophets of old experienced,
and what our Lord Jesus Christ experienced at the hands of
wi cked nen. The Phari sees and Sadducees, for exanple,

| oved their kingdom nore than Christ’s kingdom and



crucified Hmas a result. Calvin and his conrades were
sinply following their Lord, and the testinony is true, “If
the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it
hat ed you.” John 15:18

Cal vin spent three years in exile (1538-1541) where he
wote a new version of the Institutes of the Christian
Religion, as well as a tract against the Roman Cat holics
for intruding into Geneva in his absence called “A Reply to
Sadol et 0”.

The Institutes of the Christian Religion was the nost

wi dely read docunent of the Protestant Reformation, and is
still one of, if not the nost, bel oved books ever to cone
out of the revival of the Reformation. Wwy? It was
saturated with the Word of Christ. Calvin said that the
Reformation was primarily the work of God through the Wrd
of God. This is the heart of the ICR

When Ceneva | ay exposed and vul nerabl e, the Roman Church
descended upon it in a flurry to take it over

t heol ogically. The Genevan council, and the city to a
great extent, had concerns for Calvin's return. Wile

Cal vin was gone the Magistrate could vividly see the ill
repute into which the city plunged. There were politica

as well as spiritual problens after the expul sion of the
Ref ormers, and the city now desired Calvin to return in
order to help reformthem Calvin refused. He had no
desire to return, and saw Geneva as the |last place on earth
that he would ever go. Though Calvin was resolved not to
go, the Council was resolved to do everything in their
power to have himreturn. They even acquired the hel p of
Bern, Basel, Zurich and Strassburg for aid in attaining
him Farel’s was al so solicited, and he bonbarded Cal vin
with letters urging himto return to the city. Farel again
threatened Calvin with God's displeasure if he did not
return. In 1541 Calvin returned to his duties in Ceneva,
continuing his preaching in the exact place where he had
left off in the Gospel of Matthew when he was expelled. He
| abored under the presuned notto “eat little, sleep |ess,
and study nore.” After sone years of reformation toil,
Geneva became, as John Knox said, |ike heaven on earth.

Today, no less than Calvin's tinme, and possibly even nore,
reformation is discarded and vanity is set in it place.



Churches all across the nation are continuing to bow down
to wll-worship, anti-Christian theology, and turning to
unqual ified spiritual |eaders of every sort because
religion is vogue. Reformation, however, is not.

Today, it is no less true than it was in Calvin s day:

Ref ormati on nust be primarily the work of God through the
Wrd of God. W may despi se Geneva for expelling Calvin.
But Geneva repented. And out of it God worked H s specia
provi dence to deliver to us one of the greatest Reforned

docunents ever printed — Calvin s Institutes.

VWhat bright star will cone out of the nodern churches’
expul sion of reformation? Wth Geneva it was the
Institutes. At this rate and this |level of degradation in
t heol ogical matters, one nust say that the American church
will give history, sinply, a theol ogical black eye. The
nodern church nust take a | esson from Geneva. Repent, for
your churches and | eaders are falling headlong into il
repute and theol ogical error to such a degree, that region
has becone |ike Bunyan’s vanity fair where just a few souls
make it through to the celestial city. Hosea 4:6, “MWy
peopl e are destroyed for |ack of know edge. Because you

have rejected know edge, | also will reject you from bei ng
priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the | aw of your
God, | also will forget your children.”

| " m Mat t hew McMahon.



