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Good Evening. A Puritan’s Mnd old tinme radio brings you
“The WIld Boar News Podcast.” Welcone. |'mDr. Mutthew
McMahon.

The year, 1520. Martin Luther had attacked the doctrine
and actions of the Roman Catholic Church, and Roman
Pontiff. It was obvious that Ronme could not allow Luther
to go unanswered. Luther had not just attacked

i ndul gences, or had a debate with their chanpion theol ogi an
— now he was tipping the Pope’s hat and attacking the
papacy. Voices fromall over the country, and of Europe,
pressed Rone to forcefully deal w th Luther

John Eck was already in the thrall of planning continual
recourse agai nst Luther for the sting of failure at the
Lei psic Disputations where Luther denonstrated to be
superior in intellect and argunent. But also that Luther
was now stretching his hand to his nother church, and
attenpting to overthrowits authority. Sylverster
Mazzolini de Priero was active along side of Eck, and a
supporter of him believing that the papacy was the fifth
ki ngdom prophesi ed about in the book of Daniel. He was
convinced that the Pope was the ruler of the only true
nmonar chy and that all others, including kings and princes,
shoul d bow to the Pope. For Luther, then, to attack this
authority threw Eck and his associates into an outrage. It
was now necessary to make di stinctions on key doctrines

t hat woul d forever divide Protestanti smand Roman

Cat hol i ci sm

Many desired to place their hands in the condemmati on of
Lut her. Eck, Mazzolini, De Vio, and the Roman pontiff were
predom nant at this tine. On June 15th at Sacred Coll ege

t he fanous papal bull was drawn up against Luther. It

consi sted of condeming 41 propositions from Luther’s

wor ks, and calling on the saints, and the Lord Hinself, to
vi ndi cate them agai nst the WIld Boar who had terrorized the
not her Church

| quote the Roman Pope, “Arise, O Lord!” said the Ronman
pontiff, speaking at this solem nonent as God’ s vicegerent
and head of the Church, “arise, judge thy cause, and cal
to mnd the opprobriumwhich madnmen continually heap on



thee! Arise, O Peter; renmenber thy Holy Roman Church,

not her of all churches, and queen of the faith! Arise, O
Paul , for behold a new Porphyry attacks thy doctrines and
the holy popes, our predecessors. Lastly, arise, ye
assenbly of saints, the holy Church of God, and intercede
with the Almghty! There is a wild boar in the vineyard of
the Lord.”

The pope then pronounces a nunber of excommuni cati ons,

mal edi ctions, and interdicts,

agai nst Luther and his partisans, with orders to seize
their persons and send themto Rome. W may easily conceive
what woul d have becone of these nobl e-m nded confessors of
t he Gospel in the papal dungeons.

God, however, protected Luther.

“Martin Luther! yesterday you begged for a delay that has
now expired. Assuredly it ought not to have been conceded,
as every man, and especially you, who are so great and

| earned a doctor in the Holy Scriptures, should al ways be
ready to answer any questions touching his faith...... Now,
therefore, reply to the question put by his majesty, who
has behaved to you with so nuch mldness. WIIl you defend
your books as a whole, or are you ready to di savow sone of
t hen?”

After having said these words in Latin, the chancell or
repeated themin German

“Upon this, Dr. Martin Luther,” says the Acts of Wbrnms,
“replied in the nost subm ssive and hunbl e manner. He did
not baw , or speak wth violence; but with decency,

m | dness, suitability, and noderation, and yet with ruch
joy and christian firmess.”

“Most serene enperor! illustrious princes! gracious |ords!”
said Luther, turning his eyes on Charles and on the
assenbly, “l1 appear before you this day, in conformty wth

the order given ne yesterday, and by God s nercies |
conjure your majesty and your august highness to |isten
graciously to the defense of a cause which | am assured is
just and true. If, through ignorance, | should transgress
t he usages and proprieties of courts, | entreat you to



pardon ne; for | was not brought up on the pal aces of
ki ngs, but in the seclusion of a convent.”

“Yesterday, two questions were put to me on behalf of his

i nperial majesty: the first, if I was the author of the
books whose titles were enunerated; the second, If | would
retract or defend the doctrine |I had taught in them To the
first question | then made answer, and | persevere in that

reply.

“As for the second, | have witten works on many different
subj ects. There are sone in which | have treated of faith
and good works, in a manner at once so pure, so sinple, and
so scriptural, that even ny adversaries, far fromfinding
anything to censure in them allow that these works are
useful, and worthy of being read by all pious nmen. The

papal bull, however violent it may be, acknow edges this.
If, therefore, | were to retract these, what should
do?...... Wetched man! Anong all nen, | al one should

abandon truths that friends and enem es approve, and |
shoul d oppose what the whole world glories in
confessing......

“Secondly, | have witten books agai nst the papacy, in
which I have attacked those who, by their false doctrine,
their evil lives, or their scandal ous exanple, afflict the

christian world, and destroy both body and soul. The
conplaints of all who fear God are confirmatory of this. Is
it not evident that the human doctrines and | aws of the
popes entangle, tornent, and vex the consci ences of
believers, while the crying and perpetual extortions of
Rone swal l ow up the wealth and the riches of Christendom

“Were | to retract what | have said on this subject, what
should I do but Iend additional strength to this tyranny,
and open the floodgates to a torrent of inpiety?
Overflowing with still greater fury than before, we shoul d
see these insolent nen increase in nunber, behave nore
tyrannically, and dom neer nore and nore. And not only the
yoke that now wei ghs upon the christian people would be
rendered heavier by ny retraction, but it would becone, so
to speak, nore legitimate, for by this very retraction it
woul d have received the confirmati on of your nost serene
maj esty and of all the states of the holy enpire. G acious



God! | should thus become a vile cloak to cover and conceal

“Lastly, | have witten books agai nst individuals who
desired to defend the Rom sh tyranny and to destroy the
faith. | frankly confess that | may have attacked themw th
nore acrinony than is becom ng ny eccl esiastica

profession. | do not consider nyself a saint; but | cannot
di savow these witings, for by so doing | should sanction
the inpiety of ny adversaries, and they woul d seize the
opportunity of oppressing the people of God with still
greater cruelty.

“Yet | ambut a mere man, and not God; | shall therefore
defend nyself as Christ did. If | have spoken evil, bear
wi t ness of the evil (John 18:23), said he. How rnuch nore
should I, who am but dust and ashes, and who may so easily
go astray, desire every man to state his objections to ny
doctri ne!

“For the reason, by the nercy of God, | conjure you, nost
serene enperor, and you, nost illustrious princes, and al
men of every degree, to prove fromthe witings of the
prophets and apostles that | have erred. As soon as | am
convinced of this, I will retract every error, and be the
first to lay hold of ny books and throw theminto the fire.

“What | have just said plainly shows, |I hope, that | have
carefully wei ghed and consi dered the dangers to which |
expose nyself; but, far from being dismayed, | rejoice to

see that the CGospel is now, as in forner times, a cause of
troubl e and dissension. This is the character —this is the
destiny of the Word of God. | cane not to send peace on
earth, but a sword, said Jesus Christ (Math. 10:34). God is
wonderful and terrible in his counsels; beware |est, by
presum ng to quench di ssensions, you should persecute the
holy Word of God, and draw down upon yourselves a frightful
del uge of insurnountabl e dangers, of present disasters, and
eternal desolation...... you should fear lest the reign of
this young and nobl e prince, on whom (under God) we build
such I ofty expectations, not only should begin, but
continue and cl ose, under the nost gl oony auspices. | m ght
quote many exanples fromthe oracles of God,” continued

Lut her, speaking wth a noble courage in the presence of
the greatest nonarch of the world: “I mght speak of the



Phar aohs, the kings of Babylon, and those of |srael, whose
| abors never nore effectually contributed to their own
destruction than when they sought by counsels, to al
appearance nost wise, to strengthen their dom nion. CGod
renovet h nountains, and they know it not; which overturneth
themin his anger (Job 9:5).

“If | say these things, it is not because | think that such
great princes need ny poor advice, but because | desire to
render unto Germany what she has a right to expect from her
children. Thus, comendi ng nyself to your august mmjesty
and to your nost serene highness, | hunbly entreat you not
to suffer the hatred of ny enemies to pour out upon ne an

i ndignation that | have not nerited.”

Lut her had pronounced these words in Gernan with nodesty,
but with great warnth and firmess; 1213 he was ordered to
repeat themin Latin. The enperor did not |ike the German
tongue. The inposing assenbly that surrounded the reforner,
t he noise, and his own enotion, had fatigued him “I was in
a great perspiration,” said he, “heated by the tumult,
standing in the mdst of the princes.” Frederick of Thun,
privy councillor to the El ector of Saxony who was stationed
by his master’s orders at the side of the reforner, to

wat ch over himthat no violence mght be enployed agai nst
him seeing the condition of the poor nonk, said: “If you
cannot repeat what you have said, that will do, doctor.”
But Luther, after a brief pause to take breath, began
again, and repeated his speech in Latin with the sane
energy as at first. “This gave great pleasure to the

El ector Frederick,” says the reformer. Wien he had ceased
speaki ng, the Chancellor of Treves, the orator of the diet,
said indignantly: “You have not answered the question put
to you. You were not summoned hither to call in question

t he deci sions of councils. You are required to give a clear
and precise answer. WIIl you, or will you not, retract?”
Upon this Luther replied without nuch hesitation: “Since
your nost serene mmjesty and your high m ghtinesses require
fromnme a clear, sinple, and precise answer, | wll give
you one, 1215 and it is this: | cannot submt ny faith
either to the pope or to the councils, because it is clear
as the day that they have frequently erred and contradicted
each other. Unless therefore | am convinced by the
testinony of Scripture, or by the clearest reasoning, —
unl ess | am persuaded by neans of the passages | have



guot ed, —and unl ess they thus render ny consci ence bound
by the Word of God, | cannot and I will not retract, for it
is unsafe for a Christian to speak against his conscience.”
And then, |ooking round on this assenbly before which he
stood, and which held his life in its hands, he said: *“HERE
| STAND, | CAN DO NO OTHER; MAY GOD HELP ME? AMEN!”  The
WI!d Boar News Podcast, constrained to obey the faith once
delivered to the saints, inpelled by the nobl est necessity,
the slave of Gospel belief, and under this slavery stil
suprenely free, like the ship tossed by a violent tenpest,
and which, to save that which is nore precious than itself,
runs and is dashed upon the rocks, will continue to utter

t he same CGospel convictions of the first Reformed WId
Boar. Luther’s sublinme words still thrill our hearts at an
interval of alnost five centuries. Thus spoke a nonk
before the enperor and the nighty ones of the nation; and
this feeble and despi sed man, alone, but relying on the
grace of the Mpst Hi gh, appeared greater and m ghtier than
themall. H's words contain a power against which all these
m ghty rulers can do nothing. This is the weakness of God,
which is stronger than man. Such a conviction in turn
should aid us all in striving to fulfill the words of
Christ in Matthew 22:37-39, “You shall |ove the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with al

your mnd." "This is the first and great comandnent. And
the second is like it: 'You shall |ove your neighbor as
yoursel f."”

And it is this spirit of conviction that the Wl d Boar News
Podcast will continue to relay the Gospel into the new
m || enni um

| m Dr. Matthew McMahon, signing off.



