WBNP #17 — What is a Christian?

Good Evening. A Puritan’s Mnd brings you the old tine
radi o program The WIld Boar News Podcast from Sunny South

Fl ori da. Wl cone, |'’mDr. Matthew McMahon

| have before nme a partial list of nanes that all have
something in conmon. Let’s take a quick test. See if you,
the astute listener, can figure out what all these people
have in common. Are you ready?

Jacob Arm ni us
Renonstrant University Teacher in the 17th century

Karl Barth
Neo- | i beral theol ogi an

Billy G aham
Arm nian Evangelist to mllions

Harry Emerson Fosdi ck
Li beralism s popul ari zer

G K. Chesterton
Roman Cat holic essayist, poet, and witer

T.S. Eliot
Moder ni st poet

WlliamMlIler
The Founder 7th Day Adventism

I gnatius of Loyola
Roman Cat hol i ¢ Founder of the Society of Jesus (the
Jesui ts)

Cat herine of Siena
Rel i gi ous Mystic and political activist

Wal t er Rauschenbusch
Chanpi on of the social gospel

Tell me, keen-eared listener, what do all these people have
in comon? They are, according to Christian Hi story
Magazi ne, of the top 131 Christian people everyone shoul d



know about. That’'s right, Wilter Rauschenbusch, who is the
Chanpi on of the social gospel, and T.S. Elliot nodernist’s
great poet, and Rone’s founder of the Jesuits — lgnatius
Loyol a, are anong those Christians that Christian History
Magazi ne says you should know. Shane on you if you didn't
get the answer right to this little quiz.

It seens, however, that the term“Christian” sinply neans
soneone who in Religious H story has done, or acconplished
sonet hing noticeable by a great many people. They wote a
book people read, or a poem or preached a sernon, or even
founded a cult. It seens that the word “Christian” has
lost its biblical derivative — those that actually foll ow
Jesus Christ and Hi s teachings.

The 21%' century nodern church seems to thrive on its
inclusivistic nature, where, on the other hand, Christ was
al ways the opposite. Christ was an exclusivist. The
CGospel He preached was exclusive, given to a few, given to
a remant of chosen people, chosen by God, to receive the
i npl anted Wrd. Yes, many are called, but few are chosen.

The nodern church of our era has it quite backwards.
Christians are not sinply people who wite religious books,
or quaint poens, or even preach to a congregation of

i steners each Sunday. Doing sonething noticeable and
drawing attention to one’s work is not the criteria for
being called a Christian. Oherwi se, when little 2 year
ol d Johnny throws up on his nother’s Sunday bl ouse during
the norning sernon, we’'d have to call hima Christian too.

This is Dr. Matthew McMahon signing off.



