
WBNP #27 – Thanksgiving Part 4 
 
Good Evening.  A Puritan’s Mind brings you the old time 
radio program The Wild Boar News Podcast from Sunny South 
Florida.  Welcome, I’m Dr. Matthew McMahon. 
 
Thanksgiving, how meaningful is it to you? 
 
Roosevelt said, “No people on earth have more cause to be 
thankful than ours, and this is said reverently, in no 
spirit of boastfulness in our own strength, but with the 
gratitude to the Giver of good who has blessed us." 
 
In 1939, Franklin D. Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving Day up 
one week earlier than had been tradition, to appease 
merchants who wanted more time to feed the growing pre-
Christmas consumer frenzy. Folding to congressional 
pressure two years later, Roosevelt signed a resolution 
returning Thanksgiving to the fourth Thursday of November, 
as Congress in 1941 permanently set the fourth Thursday of 
each November as our national day of Thanksgiving. 
 
Roosevelt's inclination to subsume Thanksgiving for 
commercial interests foretold much of the secular inversion 
of "thanksgiving" to come.  In autumns we now exist amid 
the oppression of crass materialism in advance of that 
December day when we give thanks for the birth of Christ, 
oppression vastly different but somehow remarkably similar 
to that experienced by our Pilgrim forefathers in England. 
And, at all times we move amid the seduction of cultural 
decadence in our everyday lives, again remarkably similar 
to that tempting our Pilgrim forebears and their families 
in Holland.  Nevertheless, for all the decay and 
dissolution assailing us, we are still at our core, a 
nation deeply blessed by God. In our age of great, 
widespread physical and material comfort, and sensory 
satiety and satiation, our deepest deficits are spiritual 
ones -- most especially, a lack of accurate perception of 
the depth and breadth of the bounties that God alone has 
bestowed upon us.  Too often, we look to government as the 
provider and guarantor of the many blessings we enjoy, 
rather than to our Heavenly Father.  And, also too often, 
we forget to gratefully cherish the best of our national 
blessings, that liberty for which our Pilgrim forebears 
were willing to risk all comfort and security.  As Abraham 



Lincoln noted so many years ago, "...[It is] announced in 
the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those 
nations are blessed whose God is the Lord....It has seemed 
to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, 
reverently and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart 
and one voice, by the whole American people." 
 
On this Day of Thanksgiving, may God rest your heart and 
mind, may He bless and keep you and your family, and may He 
continue to extend His blessings upon our great nation, 
guiding us one and all by His Word. May He grant us 
patience and perseverance in the unexpected turns and tests 
of our age. May He impress upon us the spirit of our 
forefathers, their soul-deep craving for freedom, expressed 
with courage and wisdom, as we meet the particular 
challenges of our days. 
 
And let us always approach our Heavenly Father with true 
thankfulness -- not just today, but every day -- not only 
in our triumphs, but also in our trials -- by acknowledging 
our utter dependence on Him to supply our wants and needs, 
for in Him we live and move and have our being. Even self-
reliance is, at its root, reliance on Him: 
 
"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus."  --Philippians 4:6-7 
 
This is Dr. Matthew McMahon signing off. 
 


