VBNP #27 — Thanksgiving Part 4

Good Eveni ng. A Puritan"s Mnd brings you the old tine
radi o program The WIld Boar News Podcast from Sunny South

Florida. Wlconme, |'mDr. Mtthew McMahon
Thanksgi vi ng, how neaningful is it to you?

Roosevelt said, “No people on earth have nobre cause to be
t hankful than ours, and this is said reverently, in no
spirit of boastfulness in our own strength, but with the
gratitude to the G ver of good who has bl essed us."

In 1939, Franklin D. Roosevelt noved Thanksgiving Day up
one week wearlier than had been tradition, to appease
nmerchants who wanted nore tinme to feed the growing pre-
Chri st mas consuner frenzy. Folding to congressional
pressure two years |later, Roosevelt signed a resolution
returning Thanksgiving to the fourth Thursday of Novenber
as Congress in 1941 pernanently set the fourth Thursday of
each Novenber as our national day of Thanksgi ving.

Roosevelt's inclination to subsune Thanksgiving for
comercial interests foretold nuch of the secul ar inversion
of "thanksgiving" to cone. In autumms we now exist amd

the oppression of crass materialism in advance of that
Decenber day when we give thanks for the birth of Christ,
oppression vastly different but sonehow remarkably simlar
to that experienced by our Pilgrim forefathers in Engl and.
And, at all tinmes we nove amd the seduction of cultura
decadence in our everyday lives, again remarkably simlar
to that tenpting our Pilgrim forebears and their famlies

in Holland. Nevert hel ess, for all the decay and
di ssolution assailing us, we are still at our core, a
nation deeply blessed by God. In our age of great,

w despread physical and nmaterial confort, and sensory
satiety and satiation, our deepest deficits are spiritual
ones -- nost especially, a lack of accurate perception of
the depth and breadth of the bounties that God al one has
best owed upon us. Too often, we | ook to governnent as the
provider and guarantor of the many blessings we enjoy,

rather than to our Heavenly Father. And, also too often
we forget to gratefully cherish the best of our national
bl essings, that Iiberty for which our Pilgrim forebears

were willing to risk all confort and security. As Abraham



Lincoln noted so nany years ago, "...[Ilt is] announced in
the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those
nations are blessed whose God is the Lord....It has seened
to nme fit and proper that God should be solemly,
reverently and gratefully acknow edged, as with one heart
and one voice, by the whole Anerican people.”

On this Day of Thanksgiving, nay God rest your heart and
m nd, may He bl ess and keep you and your famly, and nay He
continue to extend H's blessings upon our great nation,
guiding us one and all by Hs Wrd. My He grant us
pati ence and perseverance in the unexpected turns and tests
of our age. May He inpress upon us the spirit of our
forefathers, their soul -deep craving for freedom expressed
with courage and w sdom as we neet the particular
chal | enges of our days.

And let us always approach our Heavenly Father with true
t hankful ness -- not just today, but every day -- not only
in our triunphs, but also in our trials -- by acknow edgi ng
our utter dependence on Hmto supply our wants and needs,
for in Hmwe live and nove and have our being. Even self-
reliance is, at its root, reliance on Hm

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be nade
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, wll guard your hearts and mnds through
Christ Jesus." --Philippians 4:6-7

This is Dr. Matthew McMahon signing of f.



