heresy, but God has a day of reckoning in which He will
require the life of these fal se prophets and their
children. Jerem ah 23:1, "We to the shepherds who destroy
and scatter the sheep of My pasture!" says the LORD
Therefore thus says the LORD God of |srael against the
shepherds who feed My people: "You have scattered My fl ock,
driven them away, and not attended to them Behold, | wll
attend to you for the evil of your doings," says the LORD

This is Dr. Matthew McMahon signing off.



of Texas.
KING And when are you on television?

OSTEEN. W're on different tines. We're in the top 25
mar kets on one of the network stations.

KING What if you're Jewish or Muslim you don't accept
Christ at all?

OSTEEN: You know, |I'mvery careful about saying who would
and woul dn't go to heaven. | don't know ...

KING If you believe you have to believe in Christ? They're
wrong, aren't they?

OSTEEN: Well, 1 don't know if | believe they're wong. |
believe here's what the Bible teaches and fromthe
Christian faith this is what | believe. But | just think

that only God with judge a person's heart. | spent a |ot of
time inIndia wwth ny father. | don't know all about their
religion. But I know they |love God. And I don't know. 1've
seen their sincerity. So |l don't know. | know for ne, and
what the Bible teaches, | want to have a relationship with
Jesus.

Can we say anything else that would biblically condemm this
man other than sinply pointing out that fal se teachers
abound, and Osteen is anobng the nost popul ar?

One of the nobst popul ar net hods of preaching today by
evangelicals is to |l eave out the law entirely and to
present only the Gospel. Antinom ans do this. However
Osteen conveniently | eaves out both the Law and the Gospel
in his preaching. Osteen orates about self-esteem He is,
for all intents and purposes, a New Age guru, propagating
anti - Christian phil osophies of self-betternment in an arena
which reflects little nore than a pep rally. For Osteen,
God is seen as the Cosm c Bell hop that wants you to live
your best life now, and Jesus is the Cheerl eader who roots
for you on the sidelines as H's star quarterback.

However, this kind of teaching is a nockery to God. God
will not stand for it. He will allow and does allow fal se
teachers to inflict the world with the agony of error and



self-fulfilling prophecies. If you allow your thoughts to
defeat you and then give birth to negative ideas through
your words, your actions will follow suit. That’'s why we
need to be extrenely careful about what we think and

especi ally careful about what we say... Your words have
enornous creative power. The nonent you speak sonething
out, you give birth to it” (121-22, 129). He says, “If you
are facing sickness today, you should confirm God’ s Wrd
concerni ng healing. Say sonething such as, ‘Father, | thank
You that You promised nme in Psalnms that | will |ive and not
die and I will declare the works of the Lord.” As you
boldly declare it, you are confirmng that truth in your
own |[ife” (130). If you can’t stomach these, then don’t
despair, Osteen will feed you nore in the other principles
he has ready for unsuspecting and gullible people to feed
on.

Larry King interviewed Osteen on June 20, 2005. King asked
OCsteen if he always believed the Gospel. GOsteen said, *
have always believed.l just grew up believing.” King
asked, “But you're not fire and brinstone, right? You're
not pound the decks and hell and dam nation?” Osten said,
“No. That's not me. It's never been ne. |'ve always been an
encourager at heart. | don't believe in that. | don't
believe -- maybe it was for a tinme. But | don't have it in
nmy heart to condem people. I'"'mthere to encourage them |
see nyself nore as a coach, as a notivator to help them
experience the life God has for us.”

KING So you didn't go to sem nary?
OSTEEN: No, sir, | didn't.

KING They can just make you a mnister?
OSTEEN:. You can, you can.

KING That's kind of an easy way in.

OSTEEN: Yeah, but | think it happens nore than you think.
But | didn't go to sem nary.

KING So the church in a sense ordai ned you?

OSTEEN: Ri ght. And then you're ordained through the State



VBNP #11

Good Evening. A Puritan’s Mnd brings you the old tine
radi o program The WIld Boar News Podcast from Sunny South

Fl ori da. Wl cone, |'’mDr. Matthew McMahon

Do you know the two nost popul ar adm ssion tickets that

Ti cketmaster sells? U2 is #1. And Joel GCsteen is #2.
According to The Magazi ne for Church Business

Admi nistrators and Para Church Executives: The Church
Report - The 50 Most Influential Christians in Anerica has

voted Joel Osteen in their #2 position.

Foll ow ng the death of his father, in 1999, he took over as
past or of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, despite having
conpleted | ess than one year of college at Oral Roberts

Uni versity and never having preached a sernon in his life.
Wio is nore of the fool, the one stepping into a position
like that, or those that allowed himto do so? The OReily
Factor interviewed Osteen in Decenber 2004 where Osteen
stated that while he is an ordained mnister, he admtted
to having no semnary training. This is not surprise.

Osteen’s first book, Your Best Life Now. Seven Steps to
Living at Your Full Potential, rose to nunber one on the
New York Tinmes “Best Sellers” list in Decenmber 2004. Hi s
book is made up of principles to live by. Principle 1)

Enl arge Your Vision. He says, “In other words, God wants
to make your life easier. He wants to assist you, to
pronote you, to give you advantages” (38). God seens to be
the great CEOin the sky. Principle 2) is “Devel oping a
Heal thy Sel f-imge.” Quoting the Message, a heretical

twi sting of the Scriptures, Osteen says, “The nodern-day
bi bl i cal paraphrase The Message rel ated the story about the
blind men with an interesting twst: ‘[Jesus] touched their
eyes and said, “Becone what you believe.”’ .Are you
believing to go higher inlife, to rise above your
obstacles, to live in health, abundance, healing, and
victory? You will become what you believe” (76). GCsteen
says, “CGod doesn’t want you to drag through life, barely
making it..It is not Hs preference for you to live in

per petual pain..Becone a true believer, know ng that you

wi |l beconme what you believe” (76). Principle 3) “Di scover
t he Power of Your Thoughts and Words.” “Qur words becone



