VIBNP #4

Good Evening. A Puritan’s Mnd brings you The WId Boar
News Podcast from Sunny South Florida. Wlcome, |'’mDr.
Mat t hew McMahon.

Pastors. Do you believe you are a Pastor? Do you believe
you have been called to the mnistry? How do you know you
are a Pastor? Do you think, as mnisters neasure up, that
you are one in a thousand? Yes, that's what Elihu said to
Job, "one in a thousand,” in Job 33:23.

I f these are om nous questions for you to ask, or answer,
then take sonme tinme and ponder the dreadful ness of the

pul pit. Most mnisters in the church today woul d not even
be able to apply for nenbership in the times of the
Puritans; their |lives and knowl edge woul d be dubious in
their eyes. The |level of giftedness from Christ and

m nisterial comm tnment needed to function biblically in the
office of Elder is all but lost in our day. Bible

know edge seens to have been placed at the wayside. Now
the criteria for Eldership is not 1 Tinothy 3 and Titus 1,
but rather the marketing strategy and CEO tal ent which nmay
be prevalent in the "job applicant.” WMany Pastors do not
even know t he books of the Bible! Very few nmen are really
qualified to mnister to God's chosen people, and care for
the flock of Christ. Jerem ah spoke God’s words here when
he said, "My people have been | ost sheep. Their shepherds
have | ead them astray;" Jerem ah 50: 6a

| f you are a preacher, what do you see when you stand in
the enmpty church and | ook down the center aisle at the

pul pit you preach fron? Is it a sublinme place? It is a
confortabl e place where you enjoy being? It is a place
where fuzzy feelings come over you when as you orate

vari ous concepts which have been worked through for an hour
or two during the week? 1Is it a place where the people's
needs are net through your psychol ogi zed advice to then?
VWhat is the pulpit all about? Wat should the pul pit be
about? What does the Bible say about the pulpit?

Nehem ah 8:4, "And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pul pit of
wood, which they had made for the purpose..."

The text of Nehem ah 8:4 was a nobst solemn and i nportant
time inthe life of Israel. Here we find the Scribe, Ezra,
clinbi ng upon the wooden pul pit nmade especially for the



reading of the Lawin a "restored" Jerusalem Fromthis
wooden pul pit the scribe read to the tribes of Israel who
had gat hered about. Here Ezra would reiterate the Torah
of God to the chosen people of God. Here, for the first
time, after a long period of years, the Law was going to be
publicly read and heard by the elect of God while the very
soles of their feet stood upon the ground of the Cty of
Peace. Who was to take up this great task of reading and
expoundi ng the Law to the people? Wo was | earned enough,
privil eged enough, ready, wlling and abl e enough for the
task? It was Ezra, who, as we find in Ezra 7:10, prepared
his heart to seek the Law, to prepare for it, to do it, and
then to teach Israel. Ezra knew the task he had was very
wei ghty. He did not take it lightly. He had prepared

hi nsel f before he ever wal ked upon the wooden pl atform

| magi ne being Ezra, holding the book of the Law in your
hands as you watched your fellow country nmen assenble this
wooden pul pit for you to preach to them They were
building it for an intended purpose. Thousands woul d

gat her before you. God's wath had cone to the peopl e of

| srael, had exiled them had brought them back, and now,
this readi ng and expoundi ng of the Law, was going to be a
begi nning (hopefully) of restoration of spiritual vigor.

| magi ne that you were going to stand in the pul pit and give
the people the Law--as the voice of God. Your nouth would

speak the words of Ilife. Your mouth woul d teach these
words. Your nmouth would lift up or cast down. Your nouth
woul d bring people closer to heaven or closer to hell. You

woul d be the vessel whereby the chosen people of God woul d
hear God's voice. You are the voice piece.

A mnister once said, "The pulpit is the nost dreadful

pl ace on the earth.” W may ask why a called mnister of
t he Gospel would say such a thing. Wy? Wy is the pulpit
so dreadful ? Its just a place where a nan, tw ce a week,

or so, gives a short address to people fromthe Bible on a
spiritual |esson which nmay hel p them nmake better decisions
inlife. |If that is your view of the pulpit, then an early
reti rement, before next Sunday, is very nmuch in order for
you. Get out of the pulpit and into the pew. Stop wasting
God’' s tine.

Rat her, the pulpit is the place where the voice of God is
heard. The mnister is used by the Holy Spirit in such a
way as to communicate the rational Biblical nessage which
has been burning in the bosom of that preacher's heart



night and day all week long. It is the place where God
speaks to His people in a unique manner. The Wrd of God
i s audi bly expressed and expounded by careful and
responsi bl e exegesis to God's chosen people. Here we see
the dreadful ness and gravity of the situation. God has
chosen weak vessels, feeble franmes nade of dust, to
communi cate Hi s nmessage of good news. How careful can the
preacher be? How responsible a nmeasure can he take in his
work to bring forth the Wrd of God?

There nust be a dread about the m nister; one which works
in such a way as to render hi mwholly dependant upon the
Spirit of God to communicate the Wrd of God through him by
means of his nmessage. There nust be a conplete reliance on
God and an utter destitute of self, or the pulpit is
not hi ng nore than an exercise in babbling

| f a preacher does not see this, then he is no preacher.

|f a preacher does not live this, he is not called to
preach. Butterflies before preaching a sernon is not a

war rant for understandi ng the wei ghtiness of the task at
hand. You can get butterflies before you speak at a bar-
b-que, or at a PTA neeting. There nust be a day to day cry
fromthe closet of the preacher to the throne room of
heaven, a besieging of heaven wth a holy fervor that this
man knows he is unable to bring any good to the people |est
God is with him This preacher knows the dread of the

pul pit. He knows God | ooks upon those who are of a
contrite spirit, those who trenble at God's Wrd, and
desires that |ook from God, that |ong | ook, which enabl es
himto step up before the chosen people of God and their
never dying souls to bring a nessage of hope to them He
prays that his preparation has been adequate, that his

t houghts are clear, that his nessage is true and biblica
and that the unction of the Holy Spirit is with him How
coul d any preacher stand before the pulpit and not see it
as a nost dreadful place? |Is this man so bold as to say he
is able to deliver the nessage of Christ, the Lord of
glory, to a holy ends with confidence, fervor and
effectuation easily and without a week of prayer? Chri st
nmust enable himto do this, and w thout that ennabl enent,
he will sinply be another speaker or |ecturer who advises a
group of low-self esteened nen and wonen to 8 steps to an
enriched life.

Such a task, the eternal |life and death of the human race,
is set before every mnister who stands in the pulpit. It



ought to be a place of utter reverence, and seen by every
mni ster as a place of dread. Here is God' s voice.

When the peopl e of God, they who trust you as a preacher,

| ook upon you in the pul pit, what do they see? In many
churches they see a clown, and do not even knowit. 1In
sonme churches they see a stiff, in sone they see a jester,
in sone they see a sluggard, in sonme they see carel essness,
and in very few they see a preacher who knows the

dr eadf ul ness of the place upon which he stands, as Ezra

di d.

This is Dr. Matthew McMahon signing off.



