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Good Evening. A Puritan’s Mnd brings you The WId Boar
News Podcast from Sunny South Florida. Wlcome, |'’mDr.
Mat t hew McMahon

This just in —

During the Reformation, the term “Evangelical” was used to
descri be the refornmers who believed in “gospelling” or
heral di ng the good news of justification by faith al one.

In contrast to the Apostate Roman Cat holic Church of the
day, Protestants were known as these “Evangelicals.” Those
in league with Wttenberg and the Swi ss cantons toward

Ref ormati on were frequently referred to in this nmanner.

Ref ormed doctrine, then, historically, was associated with
the term However, today, this is not the case.

Evangelicalismas a contenporary termreally cane about
after the turn of the last century. The comon Christian

i deol ogy of Evangelicalismdid not formally begin until
about 1939 (Why was it not used for sonme 300 years?). At
that time J. Elwin Wight of the New Engl and Fel |l owship
toured through the US seeking denom nations to band
together to press a national revival. (This would

obvi ously obscure denom national |ines and overthrow, in
many ways, the proper authority of the church.) He invited
representatives to neet at a National Conference for United
Action anong evangelicals at St. Louis in 1942. Four
pastors were the primary speakers at this conference:
Harol d J. Okenga, pastor of Boston’s Park Street Church,
WIlliamW Ayer, pastor of New York’s Calvary Bapti st
Church, Robert G Lee, pastor of Menphis Bellevue Bapti st
Church and Stephen W Pai ne, president of Houghton Col | ege.
The four preached on various ecunenical topics and
encouraged unity and a national novenent toward spiritua
renewal . The conference drafted a constitution, a
statenment of faith, and agreed to neet again at a
constitutional convention in the next year. The
constitution drawn up for these evangelicals conprised the
following: 1) there would be a voluntary, denocratically
adm ni stered organi zation (i.e. a conplete overthrow of
church governnent). 2) The group woul d not oppose the
role, right and privileges of its nmenbers (this is so
vague, one wonders exactly what they nean). 3) Church



menbership would be linmted to those in agreement with them
and with the doctrinal beliefs they held (this would be an
inmpossibility if every denom nation held to their actua
beliefs — ecunenicity would be inpossible and self -
defeating). 4) They were to be evangelical in spirit and
pur pose (what does “evangelical” actually nmean?). This
new y constructed body of “churches” would concern itself
with evangelism their relation to governnment, national use
of radio for the propagation of the Gospel, public relation
activities, preservation of the separation of church and
state, Christian education, and the freedom for hone and
foreign mssions. This statement was approved in 1943, and
the N.A E. (National Association of Evangelicals) was born.

In general the term “Evangelical” has developed into a nore
inclusivistic attitude toward |iberalism and are
ecunenical in their efforts towards eccl esiastical unity.
As a result of a broad churchismtheir theol ogical views
are akin to pleasing the nasses. Evangelicals believe that
there should not be any isolation from other denoni nations.
Thus, Methodi sts should work with Presbyterians, and
Presbyterians should work with Baptists, and Baptists
should work with Pentecostals, and so on, for the cause of
the Gospel. How could this happen if different theol ogica
lines delineate “what is the Gospel” and how one shoul d
“preach the Gospel ?” In any case, Evangelicals are also
tending to |l ean toward noderni sts and mainline ideas —
mai nl i ne denom nations that are akin to popularity. Such
popul ar associ ations and organi zations are The Billy G aham
Crusade, Trans World International, Youth for Christ

I nt ernati onal, Weaton College, and Gordon Col | ege. Even
the EPC — the Evangelical Presbyterian Church — founded
with a flexibility around issues or wonmen ordination in
bot h el der and deacon offices, and flexibility around
doctrinal matters such as the baptismin the Spirit and
Spiritual gifts. (Not to nention that the EPC gutted the
West m nster Confession of Faith and reinstated a watered
down version of Christian fundanental s.)

The Evangelical sector is nmade up of pastors, theol ogians
and teachers who are best described as “theologically
flexible.” This is a conplinment for many of them This
ecuneni cal and theological flexibility is a key factor (and
probl em) anong contenporary Evangelicals. They are often
non- conpul sory and convicting in their preaching, and



desire to keep the peace in their biblical preaching. The
problemthat is faced is their flagrant inability to draw
solid non-negotiable doctrinal lines in the sand. They
propagate, primarily, a cooperative spirit with everyone
(which is not necessarily a bad thing except when it has a
focus of ecunenicalism)

Many pastors pride thensel ves in being ecunenical, or
evangelical. They see “Evangelicalisnf as a good thing.

It is obvious they are unaware of its history, and its
popul arity. Maybe they are being ignorantly overly
optimstic. Mybe their alliances are hoping to nake a
greater change across the world in their attenpts to be
nore “biblically evangelical.” But as far as |abels go,

t hat designation is about as anbi guous as an ethereal | abel
can be, no matter how | ong soneone takes to define it. The
| onger it takes to define, the vaguer its actual
connot ati ons are known.

In today’s Evangelicalism countless people have succunbed
to the deceptive antics of the ecunenicity of the sinner’s
prayer. The Sinner's Prayer is a denonstration of how a
fallen man may recogni ze the Need he has of Christ. The
"Sinner's Prayer" is a termthat describes the words spoken
by a person when he or she has recognized their sin and
their need for a relationship with God through Jesus
Christ. Though this idea in general is a conplete overthrow
of the doctrine of man’s depravity, the sinner’s prayer, in
Evangelical circles, goes something like this:

“Father, | know that | have broken your |aws and ny sins
have separated ne fromyou. | amtruly sorry, and now I
want to turn away fromny past sinful life toward you.

Pl ease forgive ne, and help nme avoid sinning again.

bel i eve that your son, Jesus Christ died for ny sins, was
resurrected fromthe dead, is alive, and hears ny prayer. |
invite Jesus to becone the Lord of ny life, to rule and
reign in ny heart fromthis day forward. Please send your
Holy Spirit to help ne obey You, and to do Your will for
the rest of ny life. In Jesus' nane | pray, Anmen.”

At that tine a card is given to them they signit, and
they are told that they are now part of the Kingdom and
that no one can tell themdifferently.



However, such a prayer renmmins biblically inconsistent.
Christ never sat dowmn with a man and told himto (quote)
“Repeat after ne..” Rather, Christ and His Disciples told
men to repent, for the kingdomof God is at hand.

Jonat han Edwards has been herald by nost of Christendomto
be the great est preacher that Anerica ever produced. |If
Edwards is such a great preacher and evangelical, certainly
we should find the sinner’s prayer, or sonething like it,
in his witings, if Evangelicalismtoday is correct. Dr.
John Cerstner in reading all of Edward’s works and sernons,
conpi | ed what Edward’s woul d consider, not a sinner’s
prayer, but a seeker’s prayer.

Dear God, whom | hate with all ny being precisely because

you hate and threaten ne with hell, | hate this punishnent
perhaps even nore than | hate you. O, maybe | should say
that | love ny confort even nore than | hate you. For that
reason I am asking a favor of you. | want you to nake ne

| ove you, whom | hate even when | ask this and even nore
because | have to ask this. I ambeing frank with you
because | know it is no use to be otherw se. You know even
better than I how much |I hate you and that | |ove only

nmyself. It is no use for me to pretend to be sincere. |
nost certainly do not |ove you and do not want to | ove you.
| hate the thought of loving you but that is what |'m
aski ng because | |ove nyself. If you can answer this
"prayer' | guess the gift of gratitude will come with it
and then | wll be able to do what |I would not think of
doi ng now—+thank you for making nme | ove you whom | hate.
Amen.

As you will notice, this prayer woul d be considered as

anti -evangelistic in contenporary circles — the nodern
evangel i cal church today repudi ates such thoughts and woul d
be abhorred to see it in print in any form They would
never counsel soneone to pray a prayer as this. But in
light of the historical teaching of the church, of Reforned
preachi ng through the centuries up and through Jonat han
Edwards, this is surely what the church did believe, did
counsel and did preach fromtheir pulpits. The doctrine of
seeking is essentially gone from 21st century Christendom
but it needs to be revived.



Where are you on the evangelistic theol ogical scale? After
hearing this prayer, ask yourself “Does this shock you?”

If it does, then certainly, you have been infected by the
virus of contenporary Evangelicalism |[If not, then you are
a spirit of a different sort, one that is biblically

consi stent, but one that woul d be better termed an
evangel i cal in another generation as it once was in the
time of the Reformation

This is Dr. Matthew McMahon signing off.



